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MARCH  10.
PUBLIC  DEBTS.

Mr. Pitt moved, " Thai: it be referred to a secret committee, to
examine into the total amount of the public debt, with the interest
dm thereon, and all public charges, as they stood on the &h of
Jtinwiri/, 1797 ; disiinguhkingivktit part arose since the year 1703,
and the produce of the four years preceding; and alw the produce
of the several taxes imposed for defraying the charges of each year
within the several periods, find to report the same with their opinion
thereon fo the home. And like-wise to examine into, and state, the
amount of am/ unfunded debt outstanding on fhe &tfi of January,
1707 ; and also to calculate the total amount of the expenses incurred
for the. i/ear 1708, as far as they can be made npt and to state the
same, as it shall appear to them, and to the house, together wii/i the
provisions that have been made far defraying the same.1'

The. motion was put and carried.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, et That the said com-
mittee be chosen by way of ballot."

Mr. SHKRI.DAN said, after what bad already
passed open the subject of committees, he was sur-
prised the minister should persevere in having* a
committee appointed by ballot. He hoped it was
entirely unnecessary for him to say that neither
himself, nor any of his honorable friends, intended
to offer any disrespectful expression to any mem-
ber of the last committee which was chosen by
ballot; no such thing* was intended. But the fact
that a ballot was the means of the minister packing"
his friends together to make a report upon his con-
duct, was too notorious to the whole country. A
member ha<d openly said the other day, when a list
was put into his hand, " this is the house list.**
Every body understood perfectly what was meant
by that; there was no possibility of explaining it
away. This was the minister's practice to screen
himself; it was a breach of privilege of that house.
That tins was notorious would appear from a fact
which happened in the course of the debate on a
former night. Before the names of the committee
were brought in and read to the house, he knew the
members who would be chosen, for he read the